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Greta Thunberg, Malala 
Yousafzai, Jonathan 
Bryan. Three young 
people who, through 
their beliefs and 
actions, have played 
their part  in changing 
the world.

I hadn’t heard of 
Jonathan Bryan until 
Miss McIver introduced 
his story to the school 
at one of our daily 
assemblies.  Born 
with severe cerebral 
palsy, Jonathan learnt 
to communicate by 
directing his eyes 
towards an alphabet 
board.  His book 
Eye Can Write is a 
remarkable and 
personal account of 
how he has learnt to 
break free from the 
confines into which 
he was born.  It is also 
a fantastic Christmas 
present or stocking filler 
if you’re still looking for 
inspiration!

This edition of the Voice 

is a celebration and 
recognition of the ways 
in which young people 
can be active agents, 
not only in their own 
lives, but in the lives of 
others.  Just like Greta, 
Malala and Jonathan.

From the article 
opposite which 
outlines the Sixth Form 
Leadership Team’s 
plans to develop 
the school’s, and 
Waddesdon village’s, 
active involvement in 
tackling climate change, 
to the work of the 
Mental Health mediators 
on page 11; Quinn 
and Lewis’ passionate 
promotion of the world’s 
ecosystems on page 
13; the community 
work that formed part 
of World Challenge 
(pages 14-15); the 
report on a summer 
of citizenship with the 
National Citizenship 
Service (page 19); the 
students’ interactions 
with orphanages and 

a rehabilitation centre 
in India (pages 20-22); 
and Coco’s plea to us 
all to be mindful of 
how we discard our 
rubbish (page 24); this 
edition demonstrates 
the determination, 
leadership and impact 
of teenagers to make the 
world a better place - for 
everyone.

In the words of Margaret 
Mead, “Never doubt 
that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the 
world; indeed, it’s the 
only thing that ever has.”

Mr Matthew Abbott

The WSA are pleased to 
announce a fabulous  
£450 was raised over 
the three nights of “The 
Little Shop of Horrors”. A 
huge thank you to all of 
the WSA members who 
helped, especially the 
ice cream vendors, and 
to those customers who 
bought refreshments.

This money will go 
towards the Recording 
Studio Project.

The WSA are also very 

pleased to announce that 
the sale of Waddesdon 
Winners tickets has 
reached the maximum 
ever. CONGRATULATIONS 
EVERYONE. But don’t be 
dismayed, there are still 
numbers available. So 
get onto ParentPay and 
secure your chance of 
perhaps winning £100. 
What could be nicer just 
before Christmas ?

To assist in the smooth 
running of the WSA we are 
looking for a Treasurer.  
Ideally someone with 
accounting experience 

but essentially someone 
with spare time which 
they want to put to good 
use. 

Please contact wsa@
waddesdonschool.com 
if you are interested in 
becoming our Treasurer. 

The WSA will be at the 
Christmas Carol Concert , 
in Waddesdon Church on 
Thursday 13th December, 
selling tea and coffee 
and mince pies. We look 
forward to seeing you 
there.
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Our school production of Little Shop 
of Horrors was so inspiring that no 
single image could do it justice. 
So this term we have four limited 
edition covers featuring the stars of 
our show. You can read all about the 
production on page 6 and see photos 
and video online.

About the cover
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This year, as Heads of 
School, we are fortunate 
to be working with ‘Heart 
of Bucks’, a local charity 
directed by Henry Allmand, 
with the aim of improving 
environmental sustainability 
at school. With climate 
change at the forefront of 
our generation’s minds, 
we feel it is our duty, as 
young leaders, to voice the 
opinions of the student body 
and work towards a more 
sustainable future, both 
at school and in the wider 
Waddesdon community.  

Our vision is to improve 
sustainability at Waddesdon 
by becoming a one use 
plastic free school, where 
students and staff are 
environmentally informed 
and have opportunity to put 
this into practice through a 
more developed recycling 
scheme. We then aspire to 
extend this into the village 
of Waddesdon, harnessing 
the power of education to 
inspire those outside of our 
school community too.  

To realise our ambitious 
vision, we have written a 
bid to secure funding from 
‘Heart of Bucks’, which will 
allow us to implement a 
more efficient recycling 
system, carefully thought 
out to improve the ease with 
which students and staff can 
recycle. ‘Heart of Bucks’ is 
a community foundation 
charity which supports local 
projects.  Henry Allmand 
has now visited us twice 
at Waddesdon to support 
us in writing our bid to the 
charity he runs; we are his 
pilot school for establishing 
how young people can work 
together in partnership with 
‘Heart of Bucks’ to create 
positive change in local 
communities.  

To put our plans into action 
and drawing on psychology, 
we will use techniques to 
enable students to make a 
more positive decision to 
recycle, such as through 
more visible recycling bins, 
for example. In particular, 
in our school restaurant, 
we would like to introduce 

three-in-one bins that 
provide a facility for plastic, 
cardboard/paper and food 
waste to be recycled. We 
would also like to place 
these bins around the school 
in popular areas, such as the 
tennis courts, to encourage 
students to recycle more 
proactively. Assemblies 
delivered by students will 
educate the community 
about recycling and the 
positive impact on the 
environment.  

To involve the whole student 
body in our project, building 
on innovation and creativity, 
we want to run competitions 
between form groups to see 
who can collect the most 
plastic bottles for recycling.  
Our idea is that some of 
these bottles can then be 
used to create courtyard 
structures to perhaps grow 
fruit and vegetables and 
serve as a visual reminder 
about the importance of 
recycling. This idea should 
hopefully engage students 
and provide them with the 
opportunity to get involved 

with the future sustainability 
of our school. 

In the second year of the 
project, we would very 
much like to explore the 
possibilities to bridge the 
gap between the school and 
wider community through 
environmental co-operation. 
This could be done through 
education schemes within 
the village, through channels 
such as Sixth Form students 
educating those who attend 
the ‘Wednesday Club’ for 
elderly people or perhaps 
through social media. Once 
we have built a relationship 
with the wider community in 
Waddesdon, we would aim 
to introduce the three-in-
one recycling bins into the 
village, for example, in public 
venues and the park, so that 
residents can also be more 
environmentally proactive. 
As Waddesdon is built on 
the Rothschild Estate, we 
believe it is important to 
maintain the beauty of our 
local area to ensure that it 
is well maintained for future 
generations to enjoy.  

Our Heads of School have been looking 
at how we can enact change in our 

immediate environment, both inside and 
outside the school. Ronan, Jack, Ellie, 

Bea,  Urwah and Oli set out their vision.

Agents of
Change
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As our project progresses 
longer term, we propose that 
the new Heads of School 
explore ways in which the 
school can reduce the use 
of non-renewable energy, 
for example, through the 
installation of solar panels 
and other environmental 
initiatives. We believe that 
harnessing non-renewable 
energy is important because 
it is cleaner, cheaper in the 
long term and more ethical, 
as it allows us to make a small 
contribution to tackling the 
current world issue of global 
warming. 

We hope that we can build the 
foundations for future change 
so that future Heads of School 
and students can continue to 
work on the project together 

and build on our initial 
successes. As our plan will 
be carried out over a number 
of years, a requirement for 
the appointment of future 
Heads of School is that they 
will be equally as passionate 
and willing to see this project 
through, bringing together 
their broad range of ideas 
and skill sets so they can 
contribute to the project. 

We know that our project is 
ambitious and will require 
significant funding; while our 
bid is being considered by the 
‘Heart of Bucks’ charity, we 
would appreciate any support 
which the wider community 
can afford us.  We know we 
have a greater chance of 
success with our bid if we are 
able to secure funds from 

other sources in terms of 
fund-matching.  If you are able 
to help, please get in contact 
with us through the school 
office.  

We encourage students 
who have ideas about how 

our sustainability project 
can be developed to speak 
us, so your ideas can be 
incorporated into our plans.  

Thank you for your continued 
support.

From the Chaplain

As someone who loves 
change, I find it a little hard 
to understand - but as I 
say, I love change and the 
opportunities it brings.

I personally love being able 
to bring change and growth. 
For example, I love working on 
a project and seeing an idea 
come to reality as I work on 
it. I’m very practical and am a 
problem solver.

One of my hobbies is working 
on old cars and at the 
moment I’ve got 2 VW camper 
vans. I’ve had the 1972 Bay 
window van (the one on the 
left) for about 12 years and did 
it up from a wreck - it should 
have gone to a scrapyard in 
truth! I’ve recently bought 
the 1967 VW Splitscreen 
van (on the right) and am 
working on it - it needs all 
new mechanical parts, a 
new engine, a respray and 
rebuilding inside. I’m really 
enjoying working on it and it’s 
currently rolled onto its side 
to enable me to work more 
easily on the underside.

All of us are changing and 
those around us are agents 
of change - they’re helping us 
grow - our parents and family, 
teachers, mentors etc. And I 
hope we are all eager to grow 
and to change - to become 
wiser and better.

Jesus said, “I have come that 
they may have life, and have 
it to the full”. That implies 
change! What might it mean 
for your growth?

You wouldn’t 
believe the number 
of people who say 
to me, “I don’t 
like change!” Our 
Chaplain, Phil 
White, examines 
change and growth.
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Jessica and Faith in Year 
8 introduced our Bible 
verse of the Year Art 
competition in assembly 
in October. We have 
had some stunning 
entries conveying what 
the Bible verse means 
to individuals. Some of 
the entries can be seen 
here. Two winners have 
been selected due to 
their sophisticated visual 
responses:

Luke - Year 12
John - Year 7

The works will be on 
display in the library to 
view shortly.

‘The thief comes only 
to steal or destroy; I 

have come that they 
may have life, and 
have it to the full.’ 

John 10.10

Bible Verse
Art Competition
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“Little Shop of Horrors”, 
and our school musicals in 
general, are the absolute 
highlight of my time at 
Waddesdon.  I vividly 
remember how nervous I 
was coming into the audition 
and call-backs, but nothing 
compares to the feeling of 
seeing your name on the cast 
list under the character you’ve 
been dreaming of playing.

It was evident during the 
first rehearsal that this 
was going to be one of the 
greatest performances we 
had put on as a school due 
to the mass amount of talent 
that populated the cast. 
Everybody, from principals 
to the junior ensemble, were 
enthusiastic and passionate 
about musical theatre and 
it was clear that the entire 
cast wanted to put on a great 
show.

I am not a practising vocalist 
and have rarely sung in 
front of people as a soloist, 
and so this experience 
was interesting, as well 
as frustrating at times. Mr 

Judson gave me hours 
of his time to teach 
me how to sing with a 
perfect mix of character 
and musical technicality.  
There were certainly many 
moments when I thought 
it would be impossible to 
play this character and that 
I wasn’t the best fit for the 
role.  However, the work 
paid off and I have managed 
to improve every time to 
produce a performance that 
was what I wanted.

The principal cast this year 
has been one of the strongest 
of all time, due to the 
commitment and excellent 
work ethic of all of us.  As this 
musical is massively driven by 
five principal characters, as 
well as a key vocal ensemble 
of five girls, it is a testament 
to see it working at such a 
high standard. Everyone gets 
on with each other both on 
stage and off and as a unit of 
people we have grown closer 
as friends.

This is the first year since I 
have been here where we 

HORROR
This year’s school production of Little Shop 
of Horrors was a horrifying and hilarious 
spectacular. Year 13’s Jacques was none 
other than the voice of the man-eating plant 
itself and he takes us backstage at this  
outrageous production.

photo: David
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have had a live band. 
Their inclusion has been a 
massive uplift to the overall 
show and it is a credit to 
the musicians who are 
sharing their talent with 
the cast and audience.  I 
know from rehearsals 
the amount of work 
they have put into this 
performance, with some 
members having to learn 
notation in order to play.  
The music has never been 
this strong and it is due 
to the incredible talent of 
the band and brilliance of 
Mr Judson who organised 
them.

All of the staff who have 
put time into the show 
deserve as much credit 
as possible as they 
have worked tirelessly 
to create an amazing 
performance. Miss Turner 
is an amazing director who 
is patient and excellent 
at producing her vision 
onto the stage.  She has 
never lost her temper at 
us and was constantly the 
best to work with, always 

showing support and care 
for the cast.  Furthermore, Mr 
Coleman has been a credit 
to us as stage manager as 
he has maintained the most 
professional backstage we 
have ever had. Although he 
may not be seen, the show 
wouldn’t run without his 
help with props and set.

One of the biggest set 
pieces we have seen in a 
Waddesdon school musical 
is the massive plant puppet 
which I voice. It has been 
amazing working with the 
puppeteers to help convey 
the character I am bringing 
to life through my voice and 
it is amazing how they have 
managed to visualise the 
character so well.

Overall, I can say that 
this is one of the greatest 
performances that 
Waddesdon has put on, 
although I recognise I may 
be biased! The musical 
was truly amazing and a 
showcase of the burgeoning 
talent that floods the 
Performing Arts department.HORROR

SHOW

Little Shop of Horrors provided a perfect opportunity for Year 12’s David and Charlie to 
photograph a live music and drama production. Some of their work is on this page and you can 
see the rest along with all the photos from the show on the school website. Just scan the link!

photo: Charlie
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Green for

Go
Green Park is an 
adventure centre which 
helps children to develop 
team building skills and 
face their fears! So what 
exactly did Year 7 do at 
Green Park? 

After a short ride on the 
mini bus the last group 
of Year 7 arrived at the 
activity centre.  Firstly, 
the form was split into 
3 groups, then each 
group was assigned to an 
instructor and a teacher.  
After this, the different 
groups were allowed to 
head off towards their first 
activity. Excitement was 
now increasing!

In my group the first event 
was archery.  Archery 
was all about learning to 
focus and concentrate to 
achieve.

After an hour of challenging 
ourselves in archery we 
headed towards low ropes.  
You may ask what is low 

Before half term, the whole of Year 7 went 
on a memorable school trip to Green Park 
in Aston Clinton. Darcy and Freya sum up 
an action-packed day.

 After an hour of 
challenging ourselves 
in archery we headed 
towards low ropes.  You 
may ask what is low 
ropes?  Well low ropes 
was designed to test 
team work and listening 
skills.  These skills are 
portrayed through a small 

but challenging obstacle 
course in which nearly 15 
children had to listen and 
work together! 

This was achieved, 
thankfully, as every child 
completed the course just 
in time for lunch!  Green 
Park had already overcome 

all Year 7’s expectations, 
but there would be a final 
event which would be 
probably the hardest so far.  
As we ate up our lunches 
we anxiously waited to 
discover the final event!  It 
was rock climbing!  Now 
this activity was the most 
challenging because we 

would have to overcome 
our fears, trust in our 
teammates and ignore the 
fear telling us to quit. 

Some people find heights 
are a fear, for others not; 
unfortunately for me it is a 
fear.  After I had discovered 
that the climbing wall 
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was as tall as it was I nearly 
said “I give up!”  My class 
mates supported me and 
convinced me to give it a go.  
As I started to climb I started 
to hear encouragement 
from the friends on the 
ground!  It was an amazing 
feeling to know you can do 
something.  I completed the 
climbing wall! 
 
I was slowly lowered to the 
ground and then the next 
person had to go, and of 
course I supported them!  
Eventually everyone had 
completed the climbing 
wall.  As we all left Green 
Park for school, we all 
certainly felt triumphant 
and proud. This, I’m sure, 
will be a trip to remember 
for quite a while to come. 

 At the beginning of the 
year we went to Green 
Park so that we could 
learn to work together as 
a form.

We did climbing where 
we were put into three 
groups and we had at 
least five goes to see if 
we could reach the top.  
After that we did archery 
for an hour, and while we 
were waiting we played 
games and almost all of 
us got gold! (yellow). Then 
we had a lovely lunch 
followed by a session on 
the low ropes where we 
couldn’t touch the ground 
and had to help each 
other. 

I loved this trip and hope 
the other Year 7s did too!

Find More Online!
You’ll find QR codes throughout the magazine that will take you to 
additional online content that we just can’t squeeze in. Get scanning 
to discover  photos, videos and extras.
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You have been chosen 
to receive the award for 
achievement and progress 
in Food and Nutrition. How 
do you feel about this?
I feel quite proud of myself, 
as when I started Food and 
Nutrition I said I wasn’t 
going to pass because I 
don’t like or do Science. 
But I have proved myself 
wrong and changed it 
around to get three grades 
above my target grade.

How long have you been 
interested in cooking?
I have always been 
interested in cooking 
from my dad’s influence, 
from buttering bread to 
deboning and filleting fish. 
Even going to every after-

school club in primary.

What is your favourite dish 
to cook and why?
I love to cook curries as 
they can be influenced 
with different flavours 
depending on the country 
it originates in.

What do you hope to do 
when leaving Waddesdon?
I really have no plan at 
the moment. Hopefully 
something to do with 

Changing Course

Year 12’s Georgie has gone 
from feeling that she would 
not succeed in cooking to 
winning an award for her 
progress. She spoke to Mrs 
Watts about how she has 
brought about this change.
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science as I enjoy it 
so much, but cooking 
definitely acts as a base 
layer in my future. 

Who or what has been 
your biggest influence in 
cooking?
Definitely my parents 
have had a big influence 
as they both have taught 
me about it from a young 
age. But also the other 
students that were in my 
GSCE class as they always 
pushed me to be the best 
I could be.

Who is your favourite 
celebrity chef?
One of my favourites 
is Jamie Oliver as he is 
quite a relatable person 
and finds ways to 

make cooking 
interesting and 
fun.

Where do you 
source your 
recipes?
Most of my 
recipes I source 
and research on 
Pinterest as it is 
where I find the 
most creative 
dishes.

Do you cook at 
home?
As I have quite 
a strict diet and 
I am quite a 
picky eater I always cook 
dinners and lunches for 
myself. I also love baking 
for my younger sister.

What makes you happy?
One of the things that 
makes me most happy 
is Art, which is one of the 
subjects I stopped for 

Food and Nutrition, but 
I have managed to carry 
on the creativity and art 
with the way I present my 
dishes.

“My parents have had a big influence as 
they both have taught me about cooking 

from a young age, but also the other 
students that were in my GSCE class always 

pushed me to be the best I could be.”

It was a very successful 
morning where many 
parents came to find 
out more about how the 
school handles mental 
health and to eat some 
cake. We used it as an 
opportunity to share 
what we do as a team 
of mediators to help 
younger students to have 
more positive mental 
health within the school 
environment. We were 
fortunate enough to be 
joined by Alice from the 
Bucks Mind charity who 
we did our mediator 
training with at the end 

of Year 12. She spoke 
to us and the parents 
about her role and what 
the charity aims to do to 
support both students’ 
and parents’ mental 
health within our local 
community.

To promote World Mental 
Health Day, we asked 
staff and students to wear 
an item of yellow clothing 
and we were pleased 
to see so many 
parents following 
the dress code 
too, as it really 
demonstrated 
the support they 
had. During the 
coffee morning, 
mediators were 
able to speak 
to parents 
individually 
and answer any 
questions they 
had about our 

roles or the school in 
general. Parents were 
keen to talk to us about 
their own children and 
expressed their own 
personal experiences 
with mental health. 

It was very rewarding 
to see that by using 
the skills we’ve learnt 
through our training, 
we were able to help 
the parents and it was 

encouraging to know that 
they were able to trust 
us. The whole morning 
was a success and we 
raised £74 for Bucks Mind 
thanks to the generous 
donations of some of the 
students and the parents 
who came. We are 
already planning another 
event and hope even 
more people will come.

Mental Health Coffee Morning

The Year 13 Mediators

A group of Year 
13 mediators and 
teachers put on a 
coffee morning for 
parents to promote 
World Mental Health 
Day. Charlotte tells 
us more. 
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Harry Potter World was 
amazing!  Definitely one 
of the best places I’ve ever 
been. 

As we all walked through the 
entrance my eyes examined 
the very large room to see 
a humongous dragon! It 
looked amazing and super 
realistic too, hanging from 
the ceiling. 

Next, we went in to the hall 
where the Hogwarts eat 
their magic goodies! Yum! 
After that, we visited little 
rooms where they filmed 
little scenes for the film. 
For example: Dumbledore’s 
Office, Hagrid’s Cottage and 
Harry Potter’s Bedroom.
As we all walked through 
Every detail in the books has 
been built into the sets by 
designers.  As well as this, 
there are clever techniques 
and big things like the 
dragon in the Gringots bank 
and how it is presented on 
film. It looks really real!

There are thousands of 
careers and possibilities 
which you can choose if 
you want to become a 
camera person, interior 
designer or architect. The 
robots that move were the 
most interesting bit for me 
because they look so real, 
especially Buckbeak the 
Hippogriff.

It was really interesting to 
see how they performed and 
filmed the movies.  Since I 
have watched the films, it 
was incredible to see the 
work that is done behind the 
scenes.

All this links to everything 
we are studying with Harry 
Potter this year as part of our 
Technology projects.  We 
can’t wait to get designing 
our own amazing creations.

Wand
Direction

 Everyone has heard of Harry 
Potter. Most people have 
watched the films; some 

people have read the books! 
We, the muggles in Year 8, got 

the chance to experience the 
amazing World of Harry Potter 

where they really filmed it in 
Warner Bros Studio in London.

Lily, Elod and Shaunna 
were our scribes.
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These tropical wetlands 
create an unmistakable 
habitat. Here birds, 
reptiles, plants, 
amphibians, insects and 
fish thrive in this endemic 
place, making the most of 
this fantastic ecosystem 
that hosts a great cast of 
creatures.

The imposing cypress 
trees, play stage to a wide 
variety cast.  Anhingas 
lifeguard the swampland’s 
tributaries beside 
cormorants and other 
herons.  Least bitterns 
are regarded fine with 
their smart shirts and 
prismatic rose hold and 
burgundy dyed collars.  
Spanish moss curtains the 
swamplands and brews 
the encompassing field 
into a translucent sight.  
White ibis and roseate 
spoonbills poise tidy 
and consecutive, while 
reddish egrets cheerlead 
passionately, in the course 
of seducing a mate.

Though these drunken 

svelte shelves host 
most of the crowd, the 
background bevy are as 
charismatic.  Beneath 
the other herons, greens 
mope, nights stride 
at a slow pace and 
tricoloured straddle by 
with their cheap tassels.  
Limpkins, similar to the 
ibis, first appear solemn 
compared to the glossy 
and white-faced ibis, until 
the winter scarf, cloaked 
around their lanky necks, 
becomes visible to our 
trended eyes.  On the 
fallen cypresses, turtles 
such as redbelly, cooter 
and box, all bathe like 
manikins in the pockets 
of sunlight before slipping 
into the water and posing 
somewhere else.  

Mammals are not 
something you’ll see often 
at this national park but 
the Everglades do hold 
onto a secret.  The Florida 
panther is a subspecies of 
mountain lion, a critically 
endangered species that 
inhabits the pineland of 

the Everglades, but the 
chances of sightings are 
slim; in 1990 there were 
fewer than 50 individuals 
on the reserve.  But if you 
do get lucky, give your 
guide a high five and the 
nearest person a hug.

Although the focus lies 
chiefly on the swamp, 
a peek to the skies 
exposes a cordial lot.  
Natural satellites of 
turkey and black vultures 
sail effortlessly in their 
own blue sea.  Chimney 
swifts dart between 
them, zipping after each 
other, screaming high 
on helium.  Dragonflies, 
including skimmers and 
the creatively-named 
Halloween pennant, hawk 
over the pools.  Well-built 
and attractive, they hunt 
the smaller mayflies and 
others with acrobatic 
manoeuvres.

Ripe tree frogs bark from 
their glued positions on 
the young water plants’ 
arms, navigate the 

invisible paths, made by 
various kinds of water-
snakes, like ski trails on 
an alpine slope.  The 
landmarked alligators log 
themselves in the gentle 
current, cruising along, 
always aware and always 
acute.  They are avoided 
by most, especially the 
mosquito fish that swim 
like arrows just beneath 
the surface.  A swallow-
tailed kite disperses into 
the air, the lost string of a 
somebody, beautiful and 
perfect.  Scarab beetles 
are flying emeralds 
but build stained glass 
windows when pinned 
to the web of a spider.  
Ginger fritillaries assemble 
around the familiar 
buddleia, sketching a 
mood board kaleidoscope 
with other long-tailed and 
monk skippers.  

In conclusion, the 
Everglades are definitely 
a place to visit, even for 
just a day, pop along and 
experience a spectacle 
that you may never forget.

Wonderland
Florida’s Everglades are a one-of-a-kind 
habitat found nowhere else in the world.  

Year 10’s Quinn and Lewis have been 
finding out about this extraordinary and 

beautiful ecosystem.

Wetland
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This was a month long 
expedition which consisted 
of three different phases: 
a trekking phase, a 
community project and a 
rest and relaxation phase. 
We decided to take part 
for a variety for reasons, 
including an interest in 
travel and the opportunity 
to experience a very 
different culture. 

The Trekking Phase
During our trip to China we 
went on two different treks: 
Tiger Leaping Gorge and 
Emei Shan.  The first day 
of the Tiger Leaping Gorge 
trek was very challenging 
as it was incredibly hot and 
all uphill. The second day 
was by far the highlight 
of the trek as we walked 
on precarious mountain 

trails, sometimes with 
sheer drops either side 
and we had to walk 
through waterfalls. We 
were followed the whole 
way by two mules (Fifi and 
Garolina) and a horseman.  

On our Emei Shan trek we 
ascended to 3,099 metres 
and there were a lot of 
steps; we can’t look at 
a staircase now without 
going into panic! What 
made this trek stand out 
were the more spectacular 
views, rolling landscapes, 
peaks and valleys that 
seemed to echo into 
the distance. Our spirits 
were kept up by only the 
excessive singing of Mr. 
Nkoane (mostly Abba 
songs). 

The Project Phase
PANDAS! Imagine your 
favourite teddy, but cuter…
and with the force to 
literally rip your head off if 
it wanted.  Our 
project phase 
was at the 
Conservation 
and Research 
Centre of the 
Giant Panda 
in Wolong, in 
the Sichuan 
Province. Our 
tasks included 
preparing 
food and 
feeding the 
pandas and 
cleaning their 
enclosures 
which included 
picking up its 
faeces. 

During this phase, we were 
also taught about the 2008 
earthquake and visited the 
nearby epicentre which was 
a school. It was so difficult 
to look at this school that 

This summer a group of twelve 
students and three adults 

went on a World Challenge 
expedition to China. 

Isaac, Maddie, Josh and Izzy 
tell us about their incredible 

adventures.

China
In Your Hand
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had been destroyed 
by this horrific event, 
but it was nice to hear 
the stories of people 
coming together in 
this time of need. We 
also contributed to 
the local community 
by building bee boxes 
to donate to a family 
in the mountains.  

The Rest and 
Relaxation Phase
For this phase we 
got to visit some 
iconic Chinese 
landmarks such as 
the Great Wall of 
China, the Terracotta 
Warriors and the 
Forbidden City in 
Beijing. The Great 
Wall of China was a 
stand-out moment 
for us all on the trip 
as it was incredible 
to experience its 
immense size and 
ancient history.  We 
met some amazing 
people all over China 
on the trip who 
taught us so much 
about the culture.  

Overall, our trip 
to China was 
an incredible 
experience. We all 
highly recommend 
taking part in 
World Challenge 
to everyone.  It is a 
once in a lifetime 
opportunity and has 
taught us all so many 
key life lessons.  The 
most significant 
messages we took 
from the trip were 
that you should 
never take things for 
granted as we are so 
lucky to have what 
we have.  Also, you 
should seize every 
opportunity that 
comes your way.
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As a former Sixth Form 
student at Waddesdon, I 
was privileged to be put 
forward by the school as 
a possible recipient for 
the Soroptimist Diamond 
Engineering Award. The 
application process was 
straightforward, and I 
was lucky enough to 
be granted the award 
for 2019, attending the 
presentation evening on 
11th September 2019, at 
which I gave a small talk 
about my apprenticeship 
and brought items I had 
made already to show my 
progress.

The Soroptimist 

International is a worldwide 
organisation for women, 
to educate, empower and 
enable women in every 
sphere of their lives. My 
award is to assist with 
expenses or to purchase 
equipment, so I intend 
to use this to purchase a 
digital micrometer. If you 
would like to find out more 
about the organisation, 
please visit https://sigbi.
org/

I have just started my third 
year as an apprentice 
in advanced machining 
with British Aerospace 
Engineering (BAE) 
Systems. I decided to do 

an apprenticeship rather 
than study at university as 
I prefer to learn in a more 
practical setting and an 
apprenticeship allows 
you to do this. I applied to 
work for BAE when I was in 
my final year of A-Levels, 
having attended an open 
evening event, and then 
moved to Portsmouth in 
September 2017.

I became disabled in Year 
12 and had to defer the rest 
of that year. The school was 
incredibly supportive of my 
situation and I believe their 
continued support and the 
engineering project work I 
worked on at school were 

crucial to me being able to 
pursue my preferred career 
in engineering, allowing 
me to demonstrate 
my practical as well as 
academic abilities.

The apprenticeship lasts 
four years and is split in 
to three parts: basic skills, 
acquiring of skills that are 
needed in your section, and 
a year of developing and 
fine-tuning skills acquired.
  
There were about 30 
apprentices in my year 
when we first started, but 
I was the only machinist. 
My first year consisted of 
learning basic materials, 
manual machining, basic 
mechanics, CNC coding 
and programming, 3D 
printing and so much 
more. All of this I did in the 
training centre.
 
In my second year and 
going in to my third year, 
we learn by actually 
working with mentors out 
in the business.  Last year, 
I worked on CNC mills 
and CNC lathes, water jets 
and plasma cutters and 
I did a three-month stint 
in the design office when 
I used different versions 
of AUTOCAD to create 
CAD designs and model 
different engine types.

I look forward to 
completing my next 2 years 
and I hope to go on and do 
an HND with the company.
 
My advice to current 
students is attend open 
evening events, job fairs 
and so on, when you are 
exploring your options.   
You’ll be amazed by the 
opportunities out there, so 
follow your heart and do 
what you love.

Engineering Your

Success
Ex-Waddesdon student Rohann recently received an 
award for her excellence in engineering.  She shows us 
how  her tenacity was vital in following her dream.  
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It is often believed that 
true education is not 
done in a classroom 
but in the real world, 
from real experiences, 
real failures and real 
successes. Luckily for 
sixth form business 
students we got the 
pleasure to have a talk 
from one particularly 
successful entrepreneur 
who had this experience: 
Alan Wilson, founder 
and CEO of the company 
Expandly. His company 
essentially allows 
businesses who want 
to sell products from 
various websites (eg 
Amazon or Ebay) to 
put all the information 
into his software and it 
automatically goes on 
sale on their choice of 
websites. We were talked 
through the troubles of 
setting up a business and 
the various ways to find 
investors. Alan took an 
interesting approach to 
his talk where instead of 
talking at us for an hour 
he let us, the students, 
lead the talk to what 
we were interested in. 
My favourite part was 
when he asked us if we 
had any business ideas 
(which allowed me to 

pitch various ideas 
I’ve had for some 
time) then he went 
through the step-
by-step process 
involved in starting 
and running the 
business. This led 
to group discussion 
about the ideas 
where other people 
contributed and 
gave suggestions on 
marketing etc. until 
we had a pretty solid 
business idea and 
plan. We could have 
practically taken 
down a dragons den 
and come out on top.
 
Alan seemed a very 
generous man, to the 
point where he basically 
offered all the business 
students work experience 
with him, which was a 
nice touch. He also briefly 
made a point that in 
business and even life 
itself grades are not the 
only thing that matter 
when hiring people, 
it is not something he 
puts too much focus on 

because firstly, people 
are always changing, they 
can improve themselves 
at any time and secondly, 
there’s a huge number 
of skills that cannot be 
measured or detected 
in a simple exam and 
shown in a grade. This 
is something that really 
stayed with me from the 
talk.

Finally, I think something 
the business students 
learnt that could be very 
crucial is that being an 

entrepreneur is not a 
job as such, it’s more 
of a way of life, albeit 
one that can get highly 
stressful but with that 
stress comes, hopefully, 
money, but perhaps 
more importantly the 
rewarding feeling of 
knowing you created 
something from nothing; 
what was once a simple 
idea in your head is now 
a reality in the world. And 
fundamentally, I believe 
that is what business is 
really all about.

CEO Visit for Business
Our sixth Formers were lucky enough 
to get some insight and inspiration 
from the CEO of a succesful tech start 
up. Isaac tells us more.

Alan Wilson

Cartoon by Evie, Year 7
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The Boys Gym club is on 
Tuesdays and is run by a 
local instructor from the 
Fitness Division at Fleet 
Marston. The Girls Gym 
club is on every Wednesday 
and the girls have been 

trying out the different 
equipment which is now 
in the gym. Here are a few 
quotes from the students 
involved:

Boys Gym Club
- I’m enjoying these 
sessions. They are helping 
me to get stronger and 
fitter. 

- These sessions are 
really helping to improve 
my fitness ability and 
motivation for exercise.

- Trying to get in shape like 
my idol Mr Kennedy.

Girls Gym Club
- It’s helped with my 
motivation when doing 

exercise. 

- It’s helped my mental 
health.

- It has improved my 
confidence.

Fit for the Future
The school gym has 
seen lots of action in 
recent months with 
additional equipment 
and focussed gym 
groups making the 
most of it.

Shooting for Goal
Year 7’s Ernest has been honing his 
camera skills by photographing the 

autumn Interform competition. 

 Year 7 rugby and hockey 
Interform was amazing! 
There were all types of talent 
displayed by many students 
and it was a great chance to 
have a good go at a sport, 
and spend time with your 
friends.

It was a really cold day, 
roughly 5 degrees; it was wet 
and everybody was muddy, 
except the girls who were 
lucky to be on the Astro 
pitch! However, everybody 
had fun, even though the 
weather was awful. 

We are already looking 
forward to football Interform 
next term.
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The aim of the programme 
is to help improve the 
local community and to 
encourage young people to 
see how they can make a 
difference.  It is an amazing 
experience to meet loads 
of new friends and to boost 
your confidence while 
helping with society.

During the first week you 
participate in a residential 
for team building activities 
and water sports. It is a great 
way to get involved and to 
meet new people and learn 
as you go along from each 
other’s weaknesses and 
strengths. You really get to 
bond in the first week and 
to encourage each other 

to push themselves 
into doing something 
outside their comfort 
zone. During my week 
one experience I made 
new friends and we 
automatically bonded 
straight away as we were 
far away from home and 
everyone was there for 
the same experience. In 
the water activities you 

take part in kayaking, paddle 
boarding, raft building, kata 
canoes, wind surfing, sailing, 
water play and then you 
also do land activities like 
orienteering, navigation and 
loads of other things like 
that. It is a really great way 
to meet new people while 
doing something new.
 
During the second week 
of NCS you stay in Milton 
Keynes at the Caldecott 
Experience. Here you get 
to plan what you are doing 
for your charity during the 
fundraising week and work 
hard as a team to do so. You 
also get first aid training 
and get to experience things 
like a party where you play 

old party games, and a bin 
bag talent show. You also 
must finance, plan and go 
to your chosen charity to 
decide what you are going 
to do while you are there 
in the third week. You also 
get to experience a Dragon’s 
Den-style activity, where you 
talk to people who helped 
organise NCS in order to get 
some money for you chosen 
charity to help fundraise. 
My chosen charity was the 
Alzheimer’s Society. 

As a team, we all contributed 
our ideas and all talked 
during the pitch to get as 
many funds as possible 
for this important cause. 
We all had to plan before 
we arrived what we were 
going to wear for the pitch. 
The more formal the better 
and all groups had the 
opportunity of receiving £50. 
It was a great experience and 
really helped to boost our 
confidence in presenting and 
talking in public.

The third week of NCS 
consisted of trying to raise 

money for the chosen 
charity. The charity I was 
given was a garden for the 
disabled. We set out to 
raise as much money and 
awareness as possible. There 
are various lessons I learnt 
from this experience, the 
main one being that just 
because an idea is funny 
does not mean you should 
follow through with it, 
something I realised whilst 
going through my eighth 
consecutive hour of tree 
hugging in the rain. I did, 
however, enjoy the week 
as I met lots of interesting 
people and created 
memories that will last a 
lifetime.

On the whole NCS was an 
exciting few weeks and 
afterwards there was a 
presentation evening to 
catch up with the people 
you had met. After GCSEs 
you find yourself with a lot of 
time on your hands and so 
I would recommend giving 
NCS a go.

Model
Citizens
Over the summer, many 
Waddesdon students 
took part in the National 
Citizen Service (NCS) 
which is arranged by the 
charity Action for Youth.
Katie and Jonno got 
involved.
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In the week before half 
term, myself along with 
10 other Year 13 students 
travelled to Tiruchirappalli 
in Tamil Nadu, India, to 
take part in the Global 
Leadership Programme. We 
were all really excited to be 
able to experience such a 
different culture and as an 
A Level Food student I was 
particularly looking forward 

to experiencing traditional 
southern Indian cuisine. After 
months of excitement and 
an 11-hour flight, we arrived 
in Tiruchirappalli and were 
warmly welcomed by Dr 
Relton from Bishop Heber 
College. 

As soon as we got there, 
India already began living 
up to my expectations. The 

atmosphere was buzzing with 
non-stop beeping horns and 
street sellers, offering a wide 
range of Indian goods. The 
smells, sights and colours 
were slightly overwhelming 
yet vibrant, energetic and 
lively. Everywhere I looked 
there was something different 
going on; I knew the week 
wouldn’t be boring! One thing 
that immediately struck me, 

however, was how citizens 
and passers-by would wave 
to us and greet us from their 
motorbikes. I personally felt 
very welcomed by everyone in 
the city and I couldn’t wait for 
the adventures ahead.

During the week, we visited 
a wide range of different 
organisations such as schools 
and orphanages as well as 

inkIndian
Year 13’s Bea and her fellow students 

recently took the journey of a lifetime to India. 
She wrote us this account of their travels.
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a rehabilitation home for 
blind women and a rural 
countryside village. Every 
one of our visits was highly 
eye opening and interesting. 
I personally loved visiting 
the orphanages because we 
were able to run and lead fun 
activities with the children 
such as colouring, singing 

and board games. It brought 
us all so much happiness 
seeing the children’s faces 
light up with smiles when we 
were running the activities. 
It felt amazing knowing that 
we were having such a big 
impact on the children’s lives 
through doing such small 
tasks with them. However, 

despite the activities we 
ran with them, it was clear 
that their favourite activity 
was taking loads of selfies 
and using up all the storage 
on our phones! Visiting 
the orphanages has made 
me very grateful for the 
small things in life and also 
reinforced the importance of 
having fun and not taking life 
too seriously. 

Another part of the week 
that was fascinating was 
interacting with social 
studies postgraduate 
students from Bishop Heber 
College. In small groups we 
discussed topical debates in 
Indian and British culture, 
many of which affect the 
lives of young people today. 
For example, we discussed 
politics, the environment, 
families and marriage, 
perceptions of the UK 
and India as well as more 
general topics such as our 
aspirations for the future. 
One thing I noticed whilst 
talking with the students was 
how highly they spoke of 
their parents and how much 
they respected and relied 
on them through the culture 
of arranged marriage. It’s an 
aspect of their lives which 
doesn’t exist in traditional 

British culture and as a result 
I found it very interesting. 
However, despite significant 
differences in our cultures, 
lots of us have similar 
aspirations for the future 
such as travelling, studying 
and having a family. 

On the last day, we were 
lucky enough to visit the Sri 
Ranganathasami Temple 
which is the largest temple 
in India and second largest 
Hindu temple in the world 
as well as the Rock Fort 
temple. It was amazing to 
experience such a large part 
of Indian culture and to see 
people practising their faith 
first hand. When we climbed 
to the top of both temples, 
the views looking over Trichy 
were breathtaking. All the 
colours of the rainbow and 
more made the city glow 
and come alive, especially as 
we were visiting during the 
weekend of Diwali.

Even though most of our 
activities were based in the 
city, one afternoon we had 
the opportunity to visit a 
rural village where one of 
the professors from Bishop 
Heber College grew up. It 
was such a contrast to the 
congested and hectic city 
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with it being 
filled with green 
paddy fields 
where farmers 
grow rice and 
bananas. They 
were not to 
dissimilar from 
the agricultural 
fields we find in 
the UK. However, 
the village was 
the complete 
opposite of the 
villages that lots 
of the students 
from school 
live in. All the 
houses were very 
short with roofs 
being made 
out of wicker 

in order to keep the houses 
as cool as possible. There 
were cows and goats in 
every direction as well lots 
of children following us and 
running around us who were 
clearly very excited to see us. 
I was taken aback when I saw 
some elderly villagers carrying 
baskets of coconuts from one 
of the end of the village to 
another on their heads. It’s not 
something I can imagine my 
grandparents doing! Visiting 
the village gave us a deep 
understanding about the 
caste system within India. We 
were told that the children in 
the village went to the same 
local school although outside 
of school, the different castes 
would not play or interact 

with each other. It was a 
really engaging experience to 
be able to see a completely 
different part of Trichy, not to 
mention a beautiful part!

Overall, the visit to India was a 
once in a lifetime opportunity 
and I am so lucky that I have 
been able to discover an 
amazing part of the world at 
such a young age.  On behalf 
of all of the Year 13 students 
that went, I would like to say a 
big thank you to Bishop Heber 
College for facilitating all the 
excursions as well as Miss 
Aldridge and Mr Barrett for 
giving up a week of teaching 
to take us on the trip of a 
lifetime.  

Natural
DesignThe aim of the day was for 

the students to observe and 
create detailed drawings, be 
inspired by the displays and 
learn about diversity in the 
animal kingdom. There was a 
lot to see and do including a 
special workshop organised 
by the museum. Students got 
the chance to handle animal 
specimens which really 
helped them capture more 
detail.
Mrs Evans

I loved the workshop. We saw 
an owl wing, a fox and a gliss 
gliss. The animal that most 
interested me was a Japanese 
salamander.
Seb 7ZD

We loved the part where we 
got to touch the animals. We 
had to be careful and stroke 
the animals using the back of 
our hand.
Cerys 7ZD

I would definitely go again 
because it was a chance to 
develop my art skills.
Charlotte 7ZD

There was a wide range of 
creatures to draw such as 

deer and underwater animals. 
There were special cupboards 
that we could open full of 
amazing insects. I would like 
to have stayed there longer. 
It’s helped me draw in more 
detail.
Izzy  7ZD

It was an incredible 
experience to see animals 
up close and animal you 
would never normally see. My 
favourite was the huge lion 
and seeing and drawing all 
the detail. You would never 
get that close to a lion in real 
life! It was interesting to see 
the different positions and 
poses.
Daisy 7CD

I learned different types 
of shading and capturing 
different details. It was fun 
because you could see extinct 
animals. It’s so sad that some 
animals are no longer on our 
planet. I liked the teamwork.
Isini  7CD

I learned about taxidermy 
and we got to touch special 
animals. I saw a Nawhal which 
is a type of whale. I actually 
thought they were mythical 

creatures but they exist.
Caleb 7CS

I found the birds of prey, 
especially the owls interesting. 

I was grateful to go on the 
trip and to learn in a different 
environment.
Mark 7CS

Recently Year 7s went to Tring 
Natural History Museum as 

part of the Legendary Hybrids 
Art project. They share 

what they learned from the  
experience. 
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Hi, I am Bron in Year 8. I recently put myself forward 
in the Rotary Young Photographers competition. The 
theme was “Climate”. I was excited to see which of the 
photos I took would work best. This one inspired me 
the most about climate. I won third prize.

Award Winning

Artists
Our artists and photographers have 

achieved recognition for their excellent 
work recently. Bron, Julia and Lauren 

tell us about their successes.

It was a great opportunity to 
be able to enter my artwork 
and represent the school 
in the Buckinghamshire Art 
Society’s Youth Awards and 
it was really special to see 
my artwork displayed in 
a gallery space. The other 
contestants I saw produced 
some excellent pieces and 
I was flattered to learn we 

had all been 14 finalists 
picked out of 120 entries. 
Seeing what other people 
my age in the county had 
been doing for their school 
coursework was inspiring 
and makes me hopeful to 
enter again with my ear 
13 work, and further on 
perhaps as membership to 
enter our paintings over the 

next five years was offered 
to us. I would recommend 
any Buckinghamshire art 
student from 16-18 to enter 
into this competition.

I was very pleased to learn 
that my sculptures had 
been chosen to be exhibited 
at the Bucks Young Artist 
Award. The works shown 

were all fantastic and 
inspiring and I hope to 
perhaps re-enter next year 
as well.

Shortlisted Students:
• Lauren Year 12
• Jess Year 13
• Julia Year 13

Also shortlisted and 
displayed:
Tom Year 10
Tamzin Year 10
Charlie Year 10
Charlotte Year13
Alice Year11
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I know you have heard it 
before, but this world is 
threatened by collapse 
in a lot of ways – socially 
and politically, but right 
now let’s focus on the 
environmental issues.

Over the last few decades, 
the exploitation of our 
planet and the degradation 

of our environment has 
increased at an alarming 
rate.  Our shameful actions 
have resulted in tsunamis, 
flash floods and other 
severe natural disasters.

Environmental groups and 
people like world leaders 
and Greta Thunberg have 
been educating a lot of 
people on how to be eco-
friendly and the problems 
that are going on.

• All types of pollution

• Climate change and 
global warming

• Effect on marine life, 
deforestation and loss of 
endangered species

• Increased carbon 
footprint

• Public health issues and 
over population

• Loss of biodiversity

• Household and industrial 
waste and medical waste

• Ozone layer depletion

• Mining

• Nuclear problems = acid 
rain

• Littering and landfill

Although this list can make 
you feel like it’s hard to 
make a difference, I think 

we can all do something to 
save the planet.

Littering
Wherever you go there is 
more than one piece of 
litter, and our school can 
be the same if we’re not 
careful.  Remember there 
are bins around the school 
for a reason, so use them!  
There are bins outside the 
astro so there should be no 
litter on the astro!  If you 
see a piece of litter, go and 
pick it up and put it in the 
bin as long as it’s safe to do 
so.  We will be considering 
putting up posters 
reminding everyone to put 
rubbish in the bins around 
the school. 

The Road to

Ruin

“Let’s talk about 
saving the planet 
– one piece of litter 
at a time.” Year 8’s 
Coco considers how 
we as individuals 
can be agents of 
change in protecting 
our planet.



w
w

w
.w

addesdonschool.com
25

This year, all students 
in Year 8 were offered 
the opportunity to learn 
how to save a life. CPR 
dummies were set up in 
the Library and we all 
went down during lessons 
to watch a short film on 
CPR and then had some 
time practising on the 
dummies. 

The training was provided 

by the local ambulance 
service with staff 
volunteering their time 
to work with students. 
The event was run free 
of charge due to funding 
by the British Heart 
Foundation.

If you are interested in 

finding out more about 
how to ‘save a life’, please 
see the website address 
on the CPR poster or 
if you are interested 
in participating in a 
training programme to 
learn the skills required, 
please contact Miss 
Bridges (bbridges@
waddesdonschool.com).

Hand on Heart

Restart a Heart Day 
took place at school 
in October. It is an 
annual event used 
to try and teach as 
many people as 
possible the life-
saving skill of CPR.
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The students had the opportunity 
to go across 3 floors at the museum 
and see lots of different artefacts 
from a variety of cultures and made 
detailed drawings. All students had 
an enjoyable time and came back 
with lots of ideas for their projects! 
Here are some comments from the 
students :

I liked the totem pole. It was so big I 
didn’t how they got it in there!
Lily 

It was really interesting to see all 
the historical swords and items. It’s 
something I’m interested in; it was 
like dungeons and dragons!
Noah

I liked the ships and the masks, I just 
wish we could have had more time 
there to see all of the artefacts!
Coco

Gave me the opportunity to have a 
look at lots of interesting culture to 
use as my inspiration for my project.
Harry

I wish I had a bit more time, so I could 
have drawn in more detail. 
Flynn

I liked the shrunken heads – it blew 
my mind that they were ACTUAL 
heads!
Matthew

In November, Year 8 Art 
students went on a trip to 
the Pitt Rivers museum in 
Oxford to find inspiration for 
their creative designs as part 
of their Sign of the Times 
project.

Pitt-Rivers

Museum
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The service was such a great 
experience. It had a beautiful 
performance by the school 
choir and an inspiring talk by 
Mrs Lenander. I remember 
being really nervous before 
going on, but by the time the 
service was finished I was so 
relaxed and inspired I wanted 
to do it again.

I really enjoyed being thankful 
for everything I have and 
praising God who gave me 
those things. It was a very 
moving and spiritual act of 
worship which really made an 
impact on my day.

This year’s Service of Praise and 
Thanksgiving was an opportunity for 

us to pause and reflect on the good 
things that we have. Year 8’s Faith 

was involved in the service and she 
tells us what it meant to her.

A Time to be

Grateful
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